Infections during the postpartum period.
Postpartum infections are costly in terms of delayed mother-infant interaction; lactation difficulties; prolonged hospital stay or readmittance to the hospital and increased expense; and possible permanent injury or death. The nurse is in a unique position to identify the woman at risk, recognize early warning signs, and provide teaching and counseling for prevention and care. Shortened hospital stays challenge the nurse to develop, research, and discover funding for new interventions to provide care and teaching to minimize the effects of this problem.